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Research on the Securitization Behavior of American

Think Tanks on China-related Climate Issues

Abstract

With the frequent interaction between the economic and social acceleration process and
the natural world, climate security has changed from a specific concept in the field of natural
environment to a comprehensive strategic issue involving the environment, science and
technology, economy, politics, diplomacy and other fields. As the "outer brain" of the US
government, US think tanks play an important role in helping the US government promote
the security of climate issues, reshape the US government's "dominant authority" in the
climate field, and compete with China for image on climate issues. In this context, US think
tanks have provided advice to the top and contributed "outside brain power” to the US
government's climate security process; they have set issues to shape and guide public opinion
and improve public acceptance of climate security. In this process, what kind of security
behavior have US think tanks adopted? What factors will affect the security behavior of US
think tanks? In the face of similar issues, are there differences in the security behavior of US
think tanks to different countries?

This study takes the security theory of the Copenhagen School as the perspective, and
takes the research results published by 11 important US think tanks from 2016 to 2022 as
the research object. The research method of content analysis is used to explore the role of
US think tanks in China-related climate issues. Safety behavior. First, this study sorts out the
process of climate security in the United States and the role that think tanks play in promoting
the process of climate security in the United States. Secondly, from the perspectives of the
attention of American think tanks on climate issues, the number distribution of research
results, the distribution of themes, the tendency of attitudes and visual language, the 201

research results collected are counted and analyzed. On the basis of the statistical results, the
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safety behavior implemented by American think tanks in China-related climate issues is
further analyzed from the three levels of the subject, process and consequences of climate
safety behavior. Finally, on the basis of the previous analysis, the three major factors that
affect the climate safety behavior adopted by American think tanks are summarized and
extracted.

The study found that from the perspective of different types of "government external
brains" in climate security behavior, the purpose of political party think tanks represented by
the Center for American Progress in conducting research on China-related climate issues is
not simple. In their research articles, they conduct "lobbying activities" by exaggerating
China's threat and smearing the actions of the Chinese government, with the intention of
improving the rationality of US climate security behavior. From the perspective of the
process of climate security behavior, US think tanks often link climate issues with the "zero-
sum game" of political games and economic development in their research articles on China-
related climate issues. Especially when it comes to China's "Belt and Road Initiative"
initiative, think tank experts often set up "discourse traps" to help the US government
legitimize "self" and delegitimize "other". Judging from the results of climate security
behavior, the climate security behavior of US think tanks has a situation of "over-security",
forming a "basket" of security and putting it into a threat constructed by the United States to
achieve its own goals.

US think tanks adopt climate security behaviors mainly based on judgments on
international agenda setting, threat perception, and threat handling capabilities. First, from
the perspective of the global climate change crisis, the climate issue is universal and urgent,
which provides the same international environment for countries to choose security. In this
context, adopting security behaviors can help the country gain the voice over and leadership
in the field of climate governance. Secondly, the objective threat posed by climate change to
the United States and the subjective threat posed to the United States by China's increasingly
strong leadership in the climate field have jointly contributed to the deployment of the
climate security strategy of US think tanks. Finally, the think tank decided to adopt climate
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security based on its judgment on the ability of the United States to deal with internal and
external threats, as well as the urgency of solving the climate crisis, the need for climate
leadership competition, and the importance of holding on to carbon emissions to maintain
US hegemony.

In addition, there is a clear two-way contrast between US think tanks in the climate
issue, that is, on the one hand, they require China to fulfill its climate reduction commitments,
but on the other hand, they support Japan to dump nuclear-contaminated wastewater into the
ocean, which reflects the foreign policy of US think tanks. There is a separation between
values and views on action. This separation is the result of the combined effect of many
factors. In this regard, China should be wary of the US's excessive climate security behavior,
strive to improve its own voice over international climate governance, occupy the "high
ground of public opinion", build an international public opinion space that is beneficial to
China, and shape the image of a responsible major country.

Key words: American Think Tanks; Climate Issues; Climate Security Behavior;

International Public Opinion

Written by Du ChengCheng
Supervised by Zhang MengHan
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H— PRI E R KR EET o (BRI , TREHSREEELRER
TR P AR THARE LFE AENHEURR RN E F, b hEHESBRZFAZ
BH. BURRRIGEZRK, BE—MERENPEIRES.

A man wears a protective mask as he takes photos during a
seasonal sandstorm on April 15, 2021 in Beijing, China. China's
capital and the northern part of the country typically experience

sandstorms that originate in the Gobi desert, but scientists believe
that climate change and desertification also plays a role in their
frequency and intensity. (Photo: Kevin Frayer/Getty Images)
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ZEAREABUNASR”, EARE/VFHRRBUNFREN, X BRI
XEPEIAHTHENAESERE . REGERRSEBSSERE, “Look at
the sky in China,and it’s easy to think that the apocalypse is now” (H& P H& R =, 1k
EHIAERRAREBRN) REANFTES SLRSREEKBINL, W“China and
Russia by signaling support for the Paris accord on climate change, burnished their images
and built political capital. This helps them weather criticism when they run into controversy,
as they have regarding regional aggression and abiding by brutal regimes” (¥ EFa4& ¥ A7
BHAHEIHCRAKRERDRNGET, RATOLHB R, BLTHRET L. XH
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odd man out. Reducing global emissions cannot be achieved without moving away from
coal” (A LHKRRGHIIREKBTE, FPERERT FL. WRIFLEBHERE, AL
EE A HRHE) ; B E B, 1“While Trump clings to the fuels of the past, Beijing
is seizing the world’s energy future” (34§88 -& % % IME L L Ao Faked, SR 4x
THRE R AR) , “Trump’s retreat has done little to benefit Americans but a great deal
to help China fill the void at the United States’ expense” (4% BA % #9458 st £ B ALK A
2954k, a2 K X #eh+ BAT 20T E) . FEBREAMATE, w“Although
Taiwan has put forth its own climate pledges, the government is not subject to the peer
pressure or international support associated with the Paris Agreement pledges because China
blocks Taiwan officials from participating in the annual U.N. Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties” (R EEERE T HT
B REARE, EEAARRFERMEARERMAGEAXRBARLH, BAFEHMBLEEE
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WHPEEE, RARBIEIIRKFELTRRHK. KEE RIS EXRZ
—BAR, SRehEEBR, BdEHHEARRHSRTARSHHIXREIZS
HAANRKEFRZERX N, FEREBH&EMGERE LA ARZEE, #
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R, RBHEESRBERET.
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FEEXHENAE P, EBED SHER. BEREXEAEP, TaEEE
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KREFE, HUTEBN, #HERE S EER.

Unfortunately, however, the Chinese solution looks like anything but
a successful eco- authoritarian way to go, in part because Beijing is using
its Belt and Road Initiative to maintain an unsustainable environmental
status quo on an increasingly planetary scale. For instance, China is now
building or planning to build 300 coal-fired plants abroad as part of its global
infrastructure push, even as it cuts down modestly on state contracts for
similar plants at home. Beijing, it turns out, also has to deal with its
equivalent of the West Virginia coal industry and is rewarding it with

international contracts galore.

(1 World Watch Institute .Sanders Speaks Out Against “Dangerous” Chorus Pushing for New Cold War With C
hina[EB/OL].[2022-03-22]. https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/06/17/sanders-speaks-out-against-dangerous-ch

orus-pushing-new-cold-war-china
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But coal plants are only the most obvious part of the problem. All the
roads that China is building will be filled with motorists and truckers. All
its new and refurbished ports will host huge gas-guzzling ships. Some of
its projects threaten carbon-absorbing forests and other delicate
ecosystems. And then there’s China’s not-so-hidden desire to use all of this
future infrastructure to gain access to raw materials. In Africa alone, China
is now investing more than $100 billion a year to get critical minerals. “The
effort to secure these resources has spawned its own infrastructure boom
that typically involves building large-scale roads, railways, and other
infrastructure to transport commodities from interior areas to coastal ports

for export,” writes journalist Basten Gokkon. [1]

ARAREFNR, PEHOMRATEARRETIR —FRAANESS
#2%, FORBARUEFTELMAL “—F—R” BERRAS
AHERARFRATREGIORARK, #ld, + B BITEERFRE
B SM#% 300 BEIKR ), A R LREMBAERG—RY, RE
CHENARTBALAME HERXESR. FRIEH, bFELLAEH
FEREMGBERITLITE, HAXKERFRESRAREHC.

faBEL ARFATRAILNINS. P EELSZNHTAER
AEHHE £ EFoF £ . F BHA A8 6% o R EH
HEE KB R F B A— 7 B g 2B 8 kAo L4558
AEF R I, FEFTRGAZAH AMNAZEARGRMIEIAER
REBREMH. AN, FEALEFFRBETALL 1000 LE£ARK
WX H &, 1t.H Basten Gokkon Bifl: “HKPEAEFTROFAHEALE

11 World Watch Institute. Lifeboat Earth{EB/OL].[2022-03-23]. https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/07/31/1i
feboat-earth
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China is another story altogether. With its vast economy, growing
technological prowess, intercontinental "Belt and Road" infrastructure
project, and rapidly modernizing military, an emboldened China could
someday match or even exceed U.S. power on a global scale, an outcome
American elites are determined to prevent at any cost. Washington’s fears
of a rising China were on full display in January with the release of the
2019 Worldwide Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence Community,
a synthesis of the views of the Central Intelligence Agency and other
members of that “community.” Its conclusion: “We assess that China’s
leaders will try to extend the country’s global economic, political, and
military reach while using China’s military capabilities and overseas
infrastructure and energy investments under the Belt and Road Initiative to

diminish U.S. influence.”l]
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But taken in conjunction with other Biden administration policies, the
reluctance to lift tariffs on Chinese goods is part of a full-court economic
press on the country. The Biden administration has effectively continued
the Trump approach of not only lining up allies in the region to contain
China (the Quad, the Blue Dot Network) but enlisting European countries

as well to join the bandwagon.[!}
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