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Audiences’ Response towards Femvertising
a Research Based on the Context of Weibo Comments

Zeng Xiugin ,He Meng , Liu Ying ( Xiamen University )

Abstract ; Femvertising is a combination of advertising and feminism, which is used by brands to inspire
women by pro-female messages that support women’ s rights and benefits. It carries both the profit goal and
innovation goal,and has been highly praised by the market in recent years. But it also aroused wide discus-
sion in the society. This study focuses on the cognition effect of femvertising on the audiences, constructs an
effect framework from audiences’ Weibo comments by adopting grounded theory and text analysis methods,
and then analyses fifty hundreds comment texts in Weibo in a way of content analysis, which is based on the
framework proposed in research one. In this way,the study wants to find out the effect of femvertising and its
differences during different issues in the context of Weibo. This study found that the psychological effect of
femvertising can be divided into the brand attitude, femvertising attitude and behavior; the social effect of
femvertising is constituted by identity position and critical position ; different consumers hold different point of
view under the discussion of gender discrimination, gender stereotypes, social norms, the definition of beauty
and subjective cognition. In addition, audiences would be vigilant to the ideology of femvertising rather than
accept its information. This study shows the cultural symbol of ‘ voice’ that femvertising triggered in social
media reflects the audiences’ opinions on gender issues and promotes discussion and development of gender
equality issues.

Key words : femvertising ; consumer perception ; advertising effect
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