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Shanghai’s Science and Technology Innovation: A Content Analysis of Policy Documents

PENG Hui'*

( 1.KoGuan Law School, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China;
2. Law Institute, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China )

Abstract: Science and technology innovation policies are a major measure adopted by the government to create a
favourable environment for science and technology innovation. The paper has collected 217 science and technol-
ogy innovation policies issued by the Chinese government and Shanghai municipal government between 1980 and
2015. By using quantitative methods and content analysis, we have examined policymakers, policy themes and
policy impacts to examine the legal obstacles and practical constraints imposed on science and technology inno-
vation. To promote science and technology development in Shanghai, this paper proposes that the legislation on
science and technology innovation be reviewed and revised in order to pinpoint the key issues and the weak
links, the science and technology innovation policies be implemented more rigorously and the legality and effec-

tiveness of the legal system be strengthened.
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