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RESEARCH ON DATA NEWS NARRATIVE IN THE CONTEXT OF NEW
MEDIA
——A CASE STUDY OF THEPAPER.CN'S "BEAUTY MATH COURSE"

ABSTRACT

The era of big data is constantly changing, and with the continuous progress of new technologies
such as intelligence, mobile Internet and blockchain, media forms are constantly changing and
people's access to information is becoming richer. Currently, with the emergence of new technologies
and the subversion of media forms, the generation and development of digital news has become a
map of the times; data journalism is facing new opportunities and changes in the development track
of new media. As a product of the process of changing times, data news, in a series of operational
processing, completes the visualization of presentation and interpretation, providing new momentum
for the plurality and diversity of news narratives, and bringing readers an unprecedented visual
experience as well.

This article takes news narrative theory as the basic framework, places data journalism within
the scope of news narrative, and conducts content analysis and case study analysis on the samples
selected from the data journalism of The Paper’s "Beauty Digital Class" with the help of He Chun
scholars' news narrative theory to explore the differences between data journalism narrative paradigm,
narrative characteristics, narrative grammar, narrative perspective and other latitudes and traditional
journalism, and explore and expand the shortcomings and optimization path of China's data
journalism narrative by means of content analysis.

The study finds that, at the level of narrative subject, "data news" is mainly composed of absent
narrators and hidden narrators, followed by overt narrators, which is distinctly different from
traditional news; at the level of narrative perspective, mainly omniscient perspective, followed by
purely objective perspective, limited perspective and multiple perspectives; at the level of narrative
In terms of narrative grammar, the narrative time sequence is dominated by sequence, the narrative
time spacing is characterized by omission and overview, and the narrative frequency is singular. On

this basis, the "Beauty and Mathematics" column is also making a stylistic shift toward multi-text



nesting, which deeply reflects the connotation of multidimensional narrative. In addition,
through content analysis, the narrative content and narrative themes and other latitudes to explore,
found that the "beauty of the number of lessons" column mostly to social events as the theme, but
also to explore the changes in its narrative acceptance, personalized and interactive and immersive
direction; finally, the column data news coverage of the region also presents the international spread
of A new trend, it can be seen that data journalism is reinterpreting and defining its unique narrative
transmutation compared to traditional news in a unique way.

At the same time,At the same time, the study also reflects on the shortcomings of data journalism
narratives, and takes this as a lesson to conclude that in the reality of rapidly developing science and
technology guiding journalism practice, how to follow the principle of Party-controlled media so that
Chinese journalism can practice its original mission and take a distinctive path has become an

important proposition that the industry needs to face up to and think about.

KEYWORDS: Data journalism; News narrative theory; The Paper
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