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Abstract

With social progress and changing times, the social status and media image of women in
China are also evolving. As the highest-level party newspaper in China, studying the
construction and shaping of female images in the People's Daily has important theoretical and
practical significance. Currently, some social media are flooded with public opinions of
"gender opposition" and "fear of marriage and childbirth," corresponding to the declining
marriage and fertility rates in China year by year. Although there are complex socio-economic,
political, and cultural reasons for the decline in marriage and fertility rates, studying the "role
model women" in China's mainstream media, that is, "female images affirmed and recognized
by mainstream social values," has important theoretical and practical significance.This article
selects news report texts published by the People's Daily during the "International Women's
Day" period from 1949 to 2023 as the research object, analyzes the historical changes in the
media image of "role model women" in China's party newspapers, and deeply explores the
production mechanisms, social structures, and gender ideologies behind the media image
changes. This article mainly adopts content analysis and text analysis methods, dividing the
research period into four stages: 1949-1965 (the founding of New China), 1966-1977 (during
the Cultural Revolution), 1978-2004 (reform and opening up to the early 21st century), and
2005-2023 (from the 21st century to the present). The content analysis coding in this article is
performed using divominer software.

The study found that in the early days of the founding of New China, women were
depicted as active participants in social construction and heroic figures, and the reports
focused on showcasing their enthusiasm for labor and social value. However, with the rise of
political movements and the intensification of social unrest, female images were somewhat
politicized and stereotyped for a period of time, and reports focused more on great and
glorious female leaders and pioneers, thus neglecting the diversity and complexity of women
to some extent. Since the reform and opening up, women's labor value in the workplace and
society has gradually received more attention. Nevertheless, there is still a certain degree of
politicization and stereotyping in the reports, and the important roles of women in family and

emotional life are relatively ignored. After the amendment of the Law on the Protection of



Women's Rights and Interests, although reports have begun to pay more attention to women's
diverse roles and comprehensive development, there are still issues of neglecting women's
roles as wives and mothers and their value in social reproduction. Meanwhile, in-depth reports
focusing on women's rights are relatively scarce.

In the context of declining female marriage and fertility rates, the People's Daily, as an
important media guiding public opinion, should re-recognize women's value in social
reproduction. Firstly, it should pay more attention to balanced reporting, fully demonstrating
women's multi-dimensional roles and contributions in various fields; secondly, it should
change its reporting perspective and acknowledge women's reproductive value; finally, it
should explore in-depth reporting and strengthen public opinion guidance on female public
policies. At the same time, the People's Daily should actively focus on public policy issues
related to women, comprehensively interpret the background, content, and significance of

policies, and raise public awareness and participation in female public policies.

Keywords: People's Daily; Female Image; Role Model Women; Reports on Women
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