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Research on the Evolution of China’s Anti-poverty Policy

—Based on the Quantitative Analysis of Policy Text

Xu Yanqing
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, P.R.China)

Abstract: Common prosperity is the core feature of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Anti-pov-
erty is a consistent policy of the party and the government and a major strategy for the new era.
Based on the three-dimensional framework of time and quantity of the release, policy objectives and
policy tools, this paper uses the content analysis method to quantitatively analyze the texts of anti-
poverty policy, and outlines the overall picture and evolution of the policy system. Studies have
shown the number of anti-poverty policies has shown explosive growth. In terms of policy
objectives, prior to 2001, social security was the main focus. After 2002, capacity improvement and
service support objectives increased significantly. The current use of policy objectives generally pres-
ents an evolutionary trend in which social security is the mainstay and capacity improvement and
service support are supplemented. In terms of policy tools, supply-based tools were the mainstay be-
fore 2001, and the use of environmental tools gradually increased from 2001 to 2012. After 2013, the
use of environmental tools is almost equal to that of supply tools, and the use of demand tools has
increased significantly. In view of this, the policy orientation in the post-poverty era should be fur-
ther optimized in terms of precise positioning of policy objectives and the use of innovative policy
tools, in order to provide enlightenment for future anti-poverty policies.

Keywords: Anti-poverty; Policy text; Quantitative analysis; Policy envolvement; Policy instrument; Policy

objective; Post poverty alleviation Era
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