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@® ARTICLES
How to Evaluate Public Policies Scientifically? ——The Counterfactual Framework of
Policy Evaluation Studies and Matching Methods
...................................................... Weichen Liu  Junhua Guo & Dongbo Shi
Abstract: The scientification of the public decision-making depends on the scientific
evaluation of public policies. Foreign researchers are increasingly relying on causal
inference methods and Chinese researchers have begun to make their preliminary
attempts. However the application of causal inference methods still need a systematic
review. This paper introduces the counterfactual framework of public policy evaluation
and defines the causaleffects of public policies. Each matching method contains two
steps: distance measurement and pairing. This paper summarizes and compares the
principles of covariate matching coarsened exact matching Mahalanobis-metric
matching propensity score matching and entropy balancing matching. Combined with
cutting-edge empirical research this paper shows how the matching method can be
usedin policy evaluation research. This paper also discusses the precautions of matching
methods in application including the applicability of the matching methods the
relationship between matching and regression the requirement of sample size and
whether it is allowed to put samples back.
Key Words Public Policy Evaluation; Causal inference; Counterfactual Framework;

Matching

Fine Affairs Fine Governance: Bureaucratic Fine Governance and Social Repair in
Grassroots Grid

....................................................................................... Yusheng Chen
Motivation: The implementation of a national governance system requires improvement
of the micro-governance mechanism. Although Grid is an important grassroots
governance mechanism fundamental questions—who governs how do they govern and
what do they govern what are the Grid’ s governance logic and consequences remain
unknown. Previous studies provide no systematic answers to these questions.
Methodology: Taking 2091 events registered in grid service management information
system in a district of Guangzhou from January to March 2013  this paper analyzes them
using the content analysis method from three perspectives: governance subject governance

mode and governance content.
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Findings: Firstly regarding bureaucratic fine governance by setting up the grid and
purchasing grid member services grid service management extended the national
hierarchical organization system into the grassroots. And it dealt directly with the
“details 7 of daily life. Secondly in terms of social repair effect grid service
management became an institutional arrangement by which the state could reform the
governance system. It was able to implement a “government promotion and civilian
retirement” within the grassroots society. This allowed for social rehabilitation despite
the insufficiency of societal self-repair. Therefore in order to avoid excessive state
intervention in grassroots social affairs society must improve its ability to affect “daily
social repair”.

Contribution: This paper explores the logic of national governance and social
development by observing the content of grass—roots governance. This expands the
research horizon of national governance from the perspective of “what to govern” and

)

enriches the research paradigm of “how to make the social order possible” within the
category of “social repair”.
Key Words Grassroots Governance; Simple Governance; Bureaucratic Fine Management;

Social Repair; Grid Service Management

How Can the Intermediate Tier Guarantee the Operation of Government? A Study on
Deputy Leaders in the Process of Government
....................................................................................... Hanchuan Bao
Motivation: In which ways do China’ s deputy leaders intervene in government
processes? As the intermediate-tiered government group how do they deal with the
relationship between the organizational goals and the executive capacity in the operation
of government? What is the theoretical and practical significance of deputy leaders in
understanding government governance?
Methodology: Based on field investigation and interviews the paper focuses on
interactive “events” in government. It presents 19 cases according to the dimensions of
“tiaokuai’ “upper leveldower level” and “important events-daily events” and
makes grounded theoretical analyses of these materials.
Findings: China’ s deputy leaders as a group have become a “Supportable Coupling
Hub” that takes into account organizational goals and capabilities. They operate three

mechanisms. The Scheme Transformation Mechanism formulates the action plan
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