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Abstract

As early as the 20th century or even earlier, the importance of protecting and
inheriting intangible cultural heritage (ICH) had been recognized, gradually
establishing a broadcasting-centered communication system dominated by radio and
television. With the emergence of short video platforms represented by Douyin
(TikTok), the digital content distribution landscape has been restructured. This new
medium innovates communication channels through technological empowerment,
transforming one-way cultural dissemination into multidimensional interactive
communication.

Based on communication theories such as the ritual view of communication, this
study employs content analysis and participatory observation to examine ICH-related
short videos on the Douyin platform, focusing on their dissemination status,
communication characteristics, and narrative strategies. The findings reveal three core
dimensions: First, the current state of ICH dissemination on short video platforms is
characterized by multi-stakeholder participation, cultural performance, and
de-stereotyped thematic content, yet faces challenges including insufficient
involvement of ICH inheritors, contextual dislocation hindering audience
interpretation, and excessive entertainment-oriented adaptations. Second, an analysis
of 293 ICH short videos demonstrates a collaborative production model involving
Douyin’ s official platform, professional creators, and general users, with content
predominantly structured through grassroots narratives, ritualized performances, and
pastoral imagery. Third, in terms of narrative strategies, these videos adopt a semiotic
system integrating text, artifacts, and behaviors, characterized by micro-narratives,
youth-oriented discourse, and storychain-driven frameworks.

To address these issues, this study proposes three targeted recommendations: 1)
Encouraging multi-agent participation through policy guidance, professional
capacity-building, and enhanced engagement of ICH inheritors; 2) Strengthening
value derivation under the experience economy and promoting cultural
"boundary-breaking" dissemination via precision customization, innovative
expression formats, and intensified social interactivity; 3) Constructing a content
matrix on short video platforms to capture user attention through enhanced
intertextuality, topic ecosystem cultivation, and optimized distribution algorithms.
These strategies aim to provide actionable insights for [CH communication in the new

media context.
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