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ABSTRACT

When the COVID-19 epidemic broke out in China, Chinese media faced complex
domestic and international public opinion environments regarding international
communication and public opinion guidance. This was an important moment that required
official Chinese media to gain trust from other countries, play a part in guiding public
opinion, and engage in global crisis public relations. A series of news reviews named"He
Yin" from People's Daily, published a series of news commentaries under the title "The
Fight against the Epidemic Relies on the Awareness of a Shared Destiny”. This series of
news commentaries discussed significant developments occurring during this critical
period, responded to doubts from other countries about China, safeguarded Chinese
interests, and provided a favorable public opinion environment for Chinese epidemic
prevention work.As a representative of mass media communication in China, People's
Daily is responsible for strategic internal and external propaganda. One of its main goals
in internal propaganda is to influence and guide public opinion, promote social harmony,
and facilitate economic development. In terms of external propaganda, its principal
objectives are to unite with friendly countries, safeguard China's interests, take the
mitiative in international communication, and tell China's story to the world. During the
pandemic, People’s Daily's news commentary "He Yin" fulfilled its mission and
demonstrated the guiding principles and characteristics of communication in the new era
in both internal and external propaganda. These characteristics have attracted the attention
of international peers and provided a good template for Chinese communication work.

In my research, discourse analysis and text analysis methods were used based on a
series of descriptive news commentaries. The framework for text analysis was developed
using meta-narrative theory, and these methods were implemented to analyze news
commentaries. Researcher used data analysis and text analysis in the article to analyze the
background of the articles including both the historical context and the event background.
The researcher summarized and categorized the main characteristics of the articles,
identifying the communication patterns and perspective guidance rules present in
them.The analysis revealed that this series of commentaries revolved around key terms

such as "China" and "pandemic", conveying messages related to "international” and
I



"cooperation”". The concept of cooperation encompassed political, economic, cultural,
health, and technological aspects. It was observed that the dominant themes varied each
month through TF-IDF analysis, with recurring topics including "Economy"
"China-Africa cooperation" "World Health Organization" "Development" and
"Cooperation". In terms of text structure, there were frequent use of quotations,
comparisons, and initiative expressions, reflecting a diverse range of forms and a
contentious nature.The articles demonstrate a confident global perspective based on
China's current international status. They showcase how the value of a "community of
shared future" guides people's actions and produces favorable outcomes in society by
summarizing China's epidemic prevention experiences and engaging in extensive
theoretical discussions. They also convey China's unique global governance solutions and
innovative development concepts to the international community. The articles exhibit a
clear humanistic ideology, moving from discussions on the construction of a community
to regional civil society cooperation, embodying the practice of a "community of shared
future." Through the interaction between practical activities and ideas, the concept of a
"community of shared future" has produced tangible effects, creating a textual space of
meaning that allows for mutual understanding and acceptance between communicators
and recipients.

In the process of constructing and disseminating discourse, it was found through
research that this series of news commentaries achieved effective communication by
identifying and explaining core contradictions, employing multiple perspectives and
quotations, creating a mimetic environment through the use of comparisons, evoking
emotions to eliminate adversarial interpretations, and spreading ideological content. The
impact of these methods can be summarized as follows: promoting unity and cooperation
among countries and regions worldwide; safeguarding and shaping Chinese international
image; transforming Chinese policies into global policies to benefit more countries and
people; influencing, guiding, and shaping the direction of public opinion
development.These four forms appear in 52 news commentaries, through the combination
and connection of these four contents they construct an agenda-setting framework for
conveying China voice based on different news facts. The news commentaries repeatedly

reconstruct the concept-based 'community’ in both real and virtual environments
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completing the process of interpellation.

Three effective strategic suggestions can be summarized from this study in order to
better guide public opinion during major unexpected public events: (1) quickly follow the
public opinion process and find common themes, (2) seek friends in the international
community, explain the various policies in China's actions, and showcase the positive
results brought about by Chinese policies, (3) disseminate constructive and long-term
solutions to common problems to the outside world, which can demonstrate China's values
to the international community. China needs to guide the international community to
deepen unity and cooperation, become more harmonious, and turn ideas into action. In
today's world of deepening globalization and the reality of a "global village". The global
community faces complex and difficult international environments. Public opinion
guidance needs to pay more attention to skillfulness and strategic thinking, which will help

maintain and strengthen China's discourse power in global communication.

Key Words: News Comment, Ideology Communication, Guidance of Public

Opinion, Meta-narrative, Discourse Construction
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