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Reshaping "Mental Imagery": International Communication
Effects of Chinese Rural Imagery—A Textual Analysis Based
on YouTube User Comments
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Abstract: The image of Chinese rural areas, to some extent, represents China’ s
international image. This study selects video samples related to Chinese rural

themes on the international video platform YouTube. First, it explores the content
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characteristics of these videos. Second, it conducts semantic network analysis,
LDA topic modeling, and textual sentiment analysis on user comments to evaluate
the international communication effects of Chinese rural imagery by integrating
both aspects. The findings reveal that these videos elicited positive and objective
emotional responses from international audiences. They perceived Chinese rural areas
as a distinctive image diverging from the dominant narratives of Western-centric
discourse in international communication. Audiences expressed admiration for the
interpersonal relationships in Chinese villages and demonstrated gradual acceptance
of Chinese culture embedded in rural contexts. However, communicators must further
refine their ability to construct subjective and boundless "mental imagery" among
audiences through objective and limited audiovisual language.
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