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Abstract

Abstract

With the rapid development of internet technology, an increasing number of
bloggers combine the internet with new media to create diverse beauty videos,
successfully attracting the attention and following of viewers. As a leading domestic
homemade video website, Bilibili has a massive user base, with the beauty category
being particularly popular on the platform. Therefore, this study employs the theory of
dramaturgy as an analytical tool and utilizes content analysis to conduct an in-depth
exploration of the self-media image construction of 10 well-known beauty bloggers’
Bilibili accounts and their 100 published videos.

The research focuses on the self-media image constructed by female beauty
bloggers on Bilibili and how this construction is carried out. The study found that
female beauty bloggers on Bilibili play different self-images, such as imitative makeup
experts, makeup masters, and intimate confidantes. They create an idealized
performance space by dressing up the stage, carefully selecting performance themes,
striving to showcase personal performances, and using impression management
strategies, including idealized performance strategies, mysterious performance
strategies, misinterpretation performance strategies, and remedial performance
strategies, to shape their idealized media image.

Within the performance space, female beauty bloggers rely on the characteristics
of Bilibili as a stage to construct an idealized performance space for themselves. In this
performance space, female beauty bloggers set up personal business cards that
highlight their self-images, produce exquisite and concise videos, build video scenes
centered around themselves, and package the videos with themes. They then develop
performance themes according to the audience’s interests and meticulously design their
actions, language, and external appearance to captivate viewers’ limited attention and
create a charismatic self-image.

When constructing idealized images, female beauty bloggers need to engage in

impression management. They conceal behaviors inconsistent with idealized images
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through processing and editing in video production, ensuring smooth performances. To
create a sense of mystery and awe among viewers and attract their attention, female
beauty bloggers maintain a certain balance between psychological and physical
distances with the audience. Sometimes, in order to construct an image that matches
the performer’s expectations, female beauty bloggers intentionally convey
performance information that is inconsistent or contradictory to themselves, giving
viewers psychological suggestions and creating illusions. Finally, to prevent
unexpected situations from causing performance failures, female beauty bloggers adopt
remedial performances, including preventive rehearsals carried out in advance and
protective measures coordinated or actively implemented with the audience.

Through the arrangement of the performance area and impression management
during performances, female beauty bloggers gradually construct their idealized
images. After organizing and analyzing them, these images can be categorized into
three types. Firstly, there are imitative makeup experts who use their exceptional
makeup skills to imitate different individuals, including imitative makeup experts for
celebrities and animated characters. Secondly, there are makeup masters who explain
systematic beauty knowledge and answer viewers’ questions. Lastly, there are intimate
confidantes who attempt to establish an intimate relationship with the audience and
become online friends. The construction of these images enables viewers to quickly
recognize and position the bloggers themselves, thereby strengthening the audience’s
impression of them.

However, there are also some issues that need to be reflected upon and improved
in the process of image construction. These include the consumption dilemma caused
by idealized performances, appearance anxiety and cognitive distortion resulting from
aesthetic conformity, and the homogenization of content caused by the similarity of
performance strategies. To address these problems, some suggestions have been put
forward. For example, female beauty bloggers should maintain the correct values and
constantly seek innovation and uniqueness in the process of commercialization. They

should also pay attention to maintaining quality and audience relationships.
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