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Abstract : In recent years,short video platforms have become a key channel through which diverse
ethnic groups promote Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH ) and facilitate interactive exchange.
Drawing on symbolic interactionism and participatory culture theory,this study combines qualitative
content analysis and Latent Dirichlet Allocation( LDA ) topic modeling to examine ethnic ICH short
videos on Douyin and user practices in their comment sections. It investigates how multi-ethnic
users construct national community identity through platform-based symbolic interaction. The
findings show that users engage in symbolic interaction around short videos and comments through
three pathways,namely emotional co-presence, meaning systems, and identity boundaries. Identity
formation increasingly relies on participatory symbolic writing and public value negotiation. Digital
media thus give rise to a community formed through symbolic interaction, in which abstract
understandings of community shift toward embodied sensory experience,and unidirectional image-
based recognition is transformed into co-presence and collaborative symbolic co-creation. By
revealing the underlying mechanisms through which online users participate in interethnic cultural

exchange and integration through short video practices, this study provides empirical evidence for
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advancing ethnic solidarity work in digital spaces.
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