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Abstract

In recent years, disasters such as droughts, floods, earthquakes, and epidemics
have been frequently reported worldwide, showing an increasing trend that has
profound impacts on people's lives and the economy. Traditional news reporting,
serving as a window for the public to gather information, often focuses on revealing
problems. The increase in negative news can easily lead to a sense of helplessness
among the public, especially as disaster events have become more frequent in recent
years. Against this backdrop, solutions journalism, which centers on solving problems,
aims to address issues by providing referable solutions, conveying positive energy,
thereby improving the public's negative emotions in the face of disasters, and
advancing the resolution and development of issues. Originating in the United States,
solutions journalism has been widely practiced internationally, gaining attention from
media professionals and researchers. Its development in China, however, is just
beginning. This paper, guided by the theory of solutions journalism and using its
practical methods as an analytical model, employs content analysis and comparative
analysis to examine and analyze the development of solutions journalism in disaster
reporting over the past decade. Furthermore, it offers targeted suggestions for its
development based on the findings.

This paper revolves around three research questions: whether disaster reporting
in the past decade contains elements of solutions journalism and how these elements
are presented; what differences exist between the elements of solutions journalism in
disaster reporting and the international standards of solutions journalism; and, based

on the analysis and considering media characteristics and social realities, how media
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can optimize disaster reporting using the concept of solutions journalism. The
Southern Weekly, a widely influential traditional media outlet in China that has
consistently focused on disaster reporting and produced exemplary reports such as the
"Nine Songs of Wenchuan" following the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake, was chosen for
analysis, with a total of 318 earthquake reports from 2013 to 2023 examined.
Earthquake reporting was selected due to the high frequency of earthquakes in China,
which have often resulted in severe loss of life and property, hindering social
development, and the complex issues arising from post-earthquake reconstruction and
repair.

Through content analysis of the cases, the paper scrutinizes the development of
solutions-oriented reporting within disaster themes and uses comparative analysis to
examine the differences between domestic and international solutions-oriented
reporting and between traditional and solutions-oriented reporting. It has been found
that current solutions-oriented reporting in China still faces issues such as incomplete
solutions chains and vague solutions. Addressing these issues, the paper discusses
further improvements and developments in solutions journalism in disaster reporting,
proposing feasible strategies from aspects such as user interaction, talent development,

and reporting core.

Keywords Solutions journalism disaster report Southern Weekly
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Mass Communication Educator, 2017,9(12) .

8



Bo% ATMEHAEHAR
J7 MG . “Their (2016) K3 1 — IR TR B8 e B0 b fat7e, R
TEAL AR R R R BATAE R T OL 1 5 AR RUEI (] 2 DR AR 25 2 AN 2 AR oK 1 5
PEAIE . “Blaagaard (2013) Fox, fRMHT A A IR S idEH BT
O, ANROREE M “CE SN BPIRAS, K2 2 I 358

®

o

AR A T IR IRYE: BURTT RE S R A T IRLAT 358, Tk A &
(AR o DI S VB ] AU A 3 2 FHZ A A IC# Gyldensted AL E TR E
SV AR DR o D 7 O e SR AT AR e

VF 22 MO i 1) T A IX AR AT DA R 38 F VF 208 MR Bt “ i
R SR 7, (R T 2 AR AN RS SRR 0L Ao A DR 8 T B R B L v ©

2.1.2 ERMFRITK

FEFRAR b [ PR I 8 [ 22 T R b, K2 iR ez B i faf B 4 o 5K
EAE (RPN ) P S RS B R s 0T — ST Ao At VR 7 1 2 R M
1T 7RI, FE0 R ST M. ORI “ DRI O iRE
CEO RN IR AT 0T, TR AR LA b, ST <RI 2
WOEFL . THCEAE (CORNHR” MRS SEIR) — SO IR T AR DR T [ 1 e
ke, 5 AR DL CRARTET BINIE. £, FTiE IR E
FRBAR AT & TR IR R ARIE, 2R NFEEE G, 2. 5
R D, ST AR B 4k £ () ek PR JR A v 2 3 O TN, R
ot CHRIEFELCA L HIA L A N AR ORI 2 v 3 P SIS Tl PO AR R T 52 IR ELAA Y
SRR R ) — Pl RN ER A e FUA R < 1 B PR R 77 % ) At el R

ﬁ

® Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: T oward clarification of a fractured paradigm. Journal of Communication,
43(4), 51-58.
® Thier, K. (2016). Opportunities and challenges for initial implementation of solutions journalism coursework.
Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 71(3), 329-343.
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