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Study on Spatial Narrative Strategies in Data Journalism

—Taking the Column “Meishuke” of The Paper as an Example
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Abstract

ABSTRACT

Time and space, as two indispensable dimensions in news production, have
always played a pivotal role. However, in the process of news production and
dissemination in the past, due to the fierce competition in the market and the rapid
development of media technology, the time factor is often overemphasised, resulting
in space being regarded only as the location or position where the event occurs in the
production of news, and its deep transformative significance has been neglected for a
long time. It was not until spatial theory gradually entered the field of literary studies
that the issue of space began to receive more and more attention.

This study takes spatial narratology and news narratology as its theoretical
cornerstones, and selects the data news of 2022 in the "Beauty and Numeracy"
column of Pengpei as its research samples. Combining quantitative and qualitative
research methods, the sample is subjected to in-depth content analysis and textual
analysis at the three levels proposed by Gabriel Zorin, namely, geographic space,
temporal space and textual space. The three levels of geographic space, temporal and
spatial body space and textual space are then elaborated separately to explore the
spatial narrative strategy of data journalism.

It is found that from the level of geography, it is reflected in the advancement of
narrative in both geospatial elements and real space, on the one hand, geospatial
elements through GIS geographic information technology, combining data with
topography and geomorphology to enrich the expression of data and provide
audiences with intuitive geospatial information. On the other hand, it is the
reproduction and reconstruction of the real space, which is reflected in the direct
reproduction of the real space through pictures, videos and other forms and the
reconstruction of the real space with the empowerment of VR, 3D and other
technologies. From the level of spatio-temporal body, it is embodied in two levels of
co-temporal and ephemeral, and the narrative strategy of data news at the co-temporal
level is embodied in the spatial juxtaposition to complete the co-temporal narrative

and the co-temporal presence to shorten spatial distance; and at the ephemeral level, it
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Abstract

is manifested in the temporal juxtaposition and spatio-temporal juxtaposition to
deepen the narrative. From the textual level, the textual space is the "interface"
directly accessible to the audience. Firstly, it is the spatialised narrative perspective,
which promotes panoramic narrative with zero-focus perspective, and secondly, it is
the conversion in different spaces that promotes readers to read freely; secondly, it is
the spatialised narrative structure, which manifests itself in the spatial narrative
structure of thematic juxtaposition and fractal narration; in the visual and auditory
presentations, it also pays a lot of attention to the expression of the spatial sense, and
creates a sense of three-dimensionality through a wealth of diversified visual
presentations, and deepens the narrative with simultaneous sound, narration, and the
use of the same time. In the visual and auditory presentation, much attention is also
paid to the expression of spatial sense, with rich and varied visual presentation to
create a sense of three-dimensionality, and simultaneous sound, narration, sound
effects and background music to shape the auditory sense of three-dimensionality, to
achieve the rendering of the spatial atmosphere, and to enhance the reader's sense of
reading immersion; and the interactive design function to deepen the interaction, to
achieve the personalisation and immersion of the reading experience, and to enhance
the audience's participation and understanding of the depth.

Key Words: data journalism; spatial narratives; narrative strategies; Meishuke
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