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A STUDY ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF WOMEN'S

IMAGE IN ONLINE HOT EVENTS FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF FIELD THEORY

ABSTRACT

The China Women's Development Program (2021-2030) points out that the
supervision of media platforms, especially online communication, should be
strengthened, and the media should be encouraged to focus on women's issues and
promote gender equality. In recent years, there have been many hot topics for women,
and the high influence and dissemination power of "hot topics" will make the image of
women in them deeply rooted in people's hearts and influence the public's perception of
women's reality in a subtle way. Therefore, it is necessary to discuss the participation of
media and the construction of women's image in women's hot topics.

Based on this, this paper analyzes the content of women-related hotspots from
2015 to 2022 using the "Zhiwei Data" big data platform as a sample frame, hoping to
uncover representative images of women from a microscopic perspective. The study
found that 961 cases of online hot events presented the images of professional women
with strong subjectivity, independent women with emotional autonomy, strong women
who actively defend their rights, vulnerable women who are weak and negative women
who violate laws and regulations. At the same time, it is found that the image of women
in recent years has shown a new trend: the image of women as netizens, economic
image, external image and discourse image have all changed positively.

In cyberspace, practitioners participate in hot events and construct female images,
I



which are cultural products within the field and reflect the structural relationship
between the cyber field and other fields, among which the political, economic and
cultural fields play a major role; the flow of female images also coalesces the strategies
and capital of the actors, and the rich social capital in the cyber field provides sufficient
sources for the diversified presentation of female images. However, in order to gain
symbolic capital for attention transformation, the writing of female images still
continues to be the habit of entertainment communication, and because of this, the study
finds that the presentation of female characters is biased compared to that of male
images in the same period. By showing the construction of female image production,
this paper hopes to promote the media to reflect social reality more vividly and deeply,

and to promote the harmonious development of women and media.

KEY WORDS: Field theory; Internet hotspot; Female image
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