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phenomenon happens, this paper constructs a new analytical framework on the basis of refining and revising the
concepts and propositions related to punctuated—equilibrium theory. Then this paper takes the introduction of

"complete fasting for wild animals" policy as a typical case, and make use of a wealth of naturally occurring,
publicly available empirical material to test the framework’s validity. The research finds: 1 Focus event sci—
entific knowledge and discourse construction have their own emphasis, reinforce each other, progress at differ—
ent levels and unify internally, which together constitute an important driving force for policy punctuated
change. 2 The superimposed effect of focus event and scientific knowledge, and the creep effect of discourse
construction strengthen the boosting function of the three major elements, and enhanced the possibility of policy
punctuated change. 3 Under China’s top—down and highly government—dominated policy—making system, the
high responsiveness of the government policy—making system is the basic condition for the three elements men—
tioned above to play an effective role. This paper theoretically expands and deepens the explanatory factors of
policy punctuated change, demonstrates the linkage mechanism among different factors, and puts forward an
analytical thought different from the existing explanations for the policy punctuated change under the specific
political context and policy—making system of China.
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Abstract COVID-19 has now caused a huge impact on the world and has also triggered fierce public opinion
on the Internet. From the perspective of political system theory, this study uses the LDA theme model to ana—
lyze the data of the Chinese online political platform "Leadership Message Board", and discuss the interactive
logic of online public opinion and government responses during public health emergencies. The study found
that: 1 The government effectively responded to the main issues in the online public opinion topic framework,

but some policies have implementation deviations; 2 The dynamic interaction process between online public

opinion and the government’s response is represented by the "cuckoo—mandarin duck model" From "pub—
lic opinion first, government responds" to "government—led, political—civilian interaction"; 3 The higher the
peak value of a specific topic in online public opinion, the faster the government responds; 4 By responding
to specific issues, releasing political signals, and pre—responding, the government’s response can have a feed—
back effect on the characteristics of public opinion on the Internet, such as the popularity of the issue and the
issue framework.
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