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Abstract

Abstract

The development of new media technologies and the arrival of the visual communication
era have changed the production of health narratives. The narrative framework of health issues
has shifted from the selective framework of mass media to the multiple individual narratives.
This process of unveiling has led to a differentiated visibility in the public social sphere. At the
end of 2019, the outbreak of COVID-19 caused health issues to rapidly become the focus of
public attention. Media organizations, as the key agents of creating visibility for health issues,
define what people "see™ and "how they are seen.” Therefore, how did media reports construct
the framework of health news production in different stages of the pandemic? What
characteristics did the visibility of the subject, content, and form present?

This study takes the visibility of health news production during the COVID-19 pandemic
as its research perspective, and adopts framing theory as its theoretical foundation. By analyzing
the differences in visibility of health news production in mainstream media between the
pandemic period (2020-2021) and the post-pandemic period (2022-2023), it explores how the
visibility framework evolved throughout the COVID-19 pandemic from 2020 to 2023. As a
result, this thesis identifies visibility-related issues in the health news production of mainstream
media and proposes strategies to improve visibility. In terms of theoretical construction, this
study links the "high-medium-low" levels of framing theory with the three dimensions of
visibility—subject, content, and form—thereby constructing a corresponding three-level
classification of visibility frames. At the practical level, this thesis selects three influential
mainstream media outlets—People’s Daily, CCTV News, and Xinhua News Agency—and uses
their health news posts on official WeChat public accounts from 2020 to 2023 as research
samples. Employing content analysis as the research method, it systematically examines the
framing characteristics of health news production during the pandemic and post-pandemic
periods, and analyzes how the subject, content, and form of visibility were shaped and presented
under different frames.

The study finds that there are significant differences in visibility frameworks between the
pandemic and post-pandemic stages. Subject visibility shifted from the government and
medical personnel during the pandemic to the rise of ordinary individuals and self-media,
reflecting a more diverse and grassroots-oriented pattern. Content visibility experienced a shift
from emotional resonance to everyday science communication in response to policy changes.

Correspondingly, linguistic style shifted from emotionally charged exclamatory sentences to
I
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reflective and exploratory interrogative and rhetorical forms, highlighting both professionalism
and guidance in reporting. Form visibility evolved from consensus-driven text-image
frameworks to more constructive and interactive formats, incorporating richer interactive
elements to make health information more accessible and cognitively engaging. However, the
thesis also reveals several visibility-related problems in mainstream media’s health news
production: (1) unequal distribution of attention resources, resulting in imbalances between
institutional and individual visibility; (2) excessive concentration of visibility on certain topics,
which limits the audience’s diverse acquisition of health knowledge; and (3) visual presentation
remains relatively uniform, constraining the expression of health information. In response, the
thesis proposes targeted strategies for enhancing visibility in the dimensions of subject, content,

and form to better improve the visibility of health news production.

Key Words: Framework theory; Health coverage production; Visibility; COVID-19
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Tab. 2.4 Coding table of health coverage report topics in COVID-19
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Tab. 2. 5 Coding table of the theme framework of health coverage in COVID-19
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Tab. 2.6 Sentence coding table of health coverage headlines in COVID-19
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$,2023,(05):81-96.
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TR 1) 23 BT [J].97 5] 5 4% 4% HF 5, 2022,29(04):21-37+126.
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Tab. 2.7 Coding table of health coverage presentation form in COVID-19
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@ Gamson, William A., and Andre Modigliani. Media discourse and public opinion on nuclear power: A constructionist
approach[J]. American journal of sociology 1989, 95(1): 1-37.
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Tab. 2.8 Coding table of health coverage composition in COVID-19
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AW 9835 A DivoMiner T H SEHifE IR . A HgmAs i R 10 0%, BT 5L
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Tab. 2.9 Reliability coefficient of Holst's code (HCR) for pre-test coding
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Fig. 3.1 Distribution of news sources during the period of 2020-2021 COVID-19(n=225)
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Fig. 3.2 Distribution of reported objects during the period of 2020-2021 COVID-19(n=225)
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Fig. 3.3 Distribution of News quoting Subjects in COVID-19 during 2020-2021(n=225)
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Fig. 4.5 Distribution of theme framework during the post COVID-19 of 2022-2023(n=225)
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Fig. 4.12 Citizens picking up medication at health clinics
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