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“Offshore” Festivals: Festive Memory .
Identity Construction, and Cultural Transmission

in Overseas Chinese Short Videos

Bihong Xu, Junbin Su

Abstract Chinese traditional festive activities embody both regional and u-
niversal cultural values. Overseas Chinese, as “offshore” participants, act
as intermediaries between their ancestral homeland and host countries. Dig-
ital short video platforms offer these individuals a “digital memory space”
to share localized festive activities recorded offline. This study employs con-
tent and critical discourse analysis on 150 traditional festival short videos
posted by overseas Chinese on Douyin. Findings indicate that these videos
symbolically construct the identity of overseas Chinese as members of the
Chinese national community and generate a “de-ethnicization” effect, allo-
wing Chinese festive culture to transcend ethnic boundaries. In their role as
cultural intermediaries, overseas Chinese strengthen their emotional con-
nections with their homeland by producing and circulating festive
memories, while simultaneously promoting Chinese culture across diverse
cultural contexts. Ultimately, these short videos facilitate national identity
construction and foster cross-ethnic cultural integration.

Keywords short videos, overseas Chinese, festive memory, interaction

ritual chain
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